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Cardinals to honor Gilbert founder of animal sanctuary

Dec. 31, 2011 07:27 AM
The Republic | azcentral.com

Sunday's game between the Cardinals and Seattle Seahawks won't just be a football
game for Michele Elek-Zuberbuehler of Gilbert.

3
e

She will be one of five people honored before the national anthem with an Arizona Photo courtesy of Sherry Butler
Cardinals Community Quarterback Award for her work with Queen Creek-based Panacea Michele Elek-Zuberbuehler, co-founder of Panacea Animal
Animal Wellness Sanctuary (PAWS), which she co-founded in 2009 to shelter Wellness Sanctuary in Queen Creek, is one of five winners of

. . . . . . the Arizona Cardinals Community Quarterback Aw ard.
handicapped animals that would otherwise be euthanized. She is the group's director. Y
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One of 60 contenders for the award, Elek-Zuberbuehler is the only volunteer associated Ioading map...
with an animal rescue organization to be chosen. She will receive a $3,000 check as part
of her award.

The Arizona Cardinals Community Quarterback Award recognizes volunteers in Arizona,

ages 13 and up, who "exemplify leadership, dedication, and commitment to improving
the communities in which they live," according to a release. Winners are chosen by a
panel of community leaders.

Since its inception, PAWS has saved 105 dogs and 20 cats from being put to death, Elek-
Zuberbuehler said.

Now, its sanctuary houses 15 dogs, seven cats and a horse. Although most of the animals
are chronically ill "special-needs seniors," there are younger handicapped animals as
well.

PAWS is raising money to build a permanent sanctuary that will include a medical clinic,

. . . GILBERT NEWS
food bank, and a classroom for the community to learn more about animal welfare topics.

* Fundraising run to benefit ill Gilbert toddler

"We believe that there should be a place for every domestic animal, be it with a family or + School boards hold quarterly meeting

in a safe haven/sanctuary," PAWS states on its website, pawsaz.org. "The public is still + Farm animals spark concerns in QC
grossly uneducated about animal rights, animal welfare and animal wellness. This must be * Volunteer efforts foucs of Gilbert meeting
changed in order to make a difference in the future. The laws pertaining to * Gilbert man accused of assault in Chandler
keeping/breeding animals must be more stringent to help avoid future overpopulation. * Gilbert OKs hiring assistant lobbyist

Education regarding spaying/neutering should start early, in the schools." more gilbert news »

The website also states, "We provide a loving sanctuary/safe haven where they can live
the rest of their lives in dignity and receive the necessary veterinary care and nurturing

from volunteers. These animals do not live in cages. ... They live in a family style, group facebook

home setting"

PAWS runs a pet adoption service, and showcases its adoptable animals from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays at the PetSmart at 6932 E. Hampton Ave. in Mesa.
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* #| Gilbert's most popular stories of 2011

*+ Gilbert interracial couple find burned cross in yard
+ /| Gilbert's most controversial stories of 2011
More Popular Searches * Man accused of taping ex-girlfriend having sex
@ Southeast Valley beauty queens
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*+ Gilbert Police busy follow ing w eekend robberies
*+ Gilbert parks plan w ill take 15 months to complete
+ Gilbert man accused of assault in Chandler

* \Woman arrested in dual collisions in Gilbert

+ Brother clears a path for sibling in football

VALLEY MOST READ

+ Family of Paradise Valley couple 'shocked, saddened’

*+ Phoenix commission votes 13-0 for Arpaio to resign

+ Man in argument killed in Mesa shooting Monday night

* Peoria police sergeant in Obama photo flap reassigned

* Phoenix police treating death of man found after fire as
homicide
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Today's deal: $20 for one ticket to Rock the
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Sign up to get the deal e-mailed to you each day »
Business owners: We pay you to promote your deal »
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"Strange Fruit Burns Fat"

Study: Sheds 8.9 Pounds &#38; 2 Inches in 28 Days. Can It
Work for You?

www.HLifestyles.com

President Lowers Amount Homeowners Owe
Homeow ners in New Jersey with good credit are using this 1
tito a 3.2% Refinance Rate.

Consumerinquire.com

New Policy in New Jersey
Drivers with no DUI's can get auto insurance for only $9/w k.
www.insurance-compare-save.com
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Driver
Confidential

Comm. Network Analyst
University of Arizona

Resdiential Framing Foreman and Crews
Company Confidential

Residential Phase Plumbers
Company Confidential

Director of Technology Infrastructure and Information
Systems
Tempe Union HS District

All Top Jobs
Employers - Post your job now
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azcentral.com mobile brings you breaking news
and business stories, traffic reports, photos,
sports and much more! There are versions for
browsers, apps and tablets!

» Get azcentral.com mobile!
» Android | iPad | iPhone | iPhone Sports
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